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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er announced Monday afternoon 
the Town of Agawam will have a 
site that will have free COVID-19 
testing for anyone in need of a 
test. 

Unlike some other sites, test- 
ing is completely free of charge 
and an individual does not need 
to be experiencing any type of 
symptoms or other problems. 
It could simply be for peace of 
mind or because you have been 
exposed to someone with the vi- 
rus, or possibly been with a large 
crowd recently. 

Health Director Kathleen Auer 
confirmed she was_ spending 
this week working with Tapestry 
Health, which will be administer- 
ing the testing site in town. 

Details emerged Tuesday for 
the Agawam testing site. 


Town to play host to 
free COVID testing site 








On Wednesday, Aug. 5, indi- 
viduals can come to Agawam Ju- 
nior High School, located at 1305 
Spring field St. Testing will be held 
between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. While 
there are walk-ins allowed, mak- 
ing an appointment is preferred 
in order to control traffic coming 
through the site. To call Tapestry 
and arrange an appointment, the 
number is (413) 364-2149. 

There will also be testing on 
Thursday, Aug. 6 from 12 p.m. to 
3 p.m. 

According to the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts website, 
additional hours will be add- 
ed, but they have not been an- 
nounced as of press time. 

The website states the free 
testing will be available through 
at least Aug. 14 with the possibili- 
ty it will be extended. 

The website said the testing 
“open to everyone. It will be pro- 
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The health department has been regularly monitoring places like the Main Street Deli as it adjusts to having outdoor seating. 


PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Health director adjusts to 
increased role during pandemic 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - In any town or 
city, the job of the Health Director 
can often go overlooked outside 
of the occasional time when a 
structure needs to be condemned 
or a business needs to be shut 
down. 


But since the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, health directors across 
the country are in the limelight, 
taking instruction and guidance 
from the state, and being respon- 
sible for helping to keep commu- 
nities safe. 

In Agawam, Health Director 
Kathleen Auer and her staff have 
been extremely busy since the 


pandemic was declared in March. 

Auer said she is pleased with 
how Agawam has responded to 
the pandemic and is happy with 
the people for following guide- 
lines and orders. 

“I am extremely proud of the 
people of Agawam and Massa- 
chusetts for the amazing and car- 
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Scouts remain active with 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Boy 
Scout Troop 82 held a can and 
bootle drive on Saturday July 18, 
this drive helped to raise funds 
for the troop. Troop Committee 
Chair Joe Longo expressed that 
the money raised by this drive 
can certainly helped them pay for 
camping trips for next year. As 
they are not doing camp trips this 
year, due to COVID-19 and the re- 
strictions that come with it. 

Due to these restrictions, the 
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An Agawam baseball player fields a ground ball during junior league game 
at Monson Sunday afternoon. High school-age baseball is being played this 
summer with Agawam entering junior and senior teams. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. 





Toone 82 held a bottle and can drive on Saturday July 18, where they received many 


SCIBELLI donations to help them with troop funds. PHOTO BY SHELBY MACRI 
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ARREST LOG 


The Agawam Police Department 
responded to 456 calls for ser- 
vice from July 20 to July 26 and 
recorded the following arrests. 
No arrests in the public log have 
been omitted. All suspects are 
innocent until proven guilty. 


Monday, July 20 
Marcelino Ramos, 47, of 292 
Union St., Springfield, was ar- 
rested at 5:05 a.m. for with 
attaching plates, and operating 
with a suspended license. 


Thursday, July 23 
Ronald J. Cooper, 23, of 134 
Hampstead Road, Derry, NH, 
was arrested 1:15 p.m. for be- 
ing a fugitive from justice on a 
court warrant. 


Friday, July 24 
Frederick Dixon, 53, of 45 Neva- 
da St., Springfield, was arrested 
at 6:04 p.m. for assault and bat- 
tery with a dangerous weapon. 


REGION - With $1.5 million in funding for 
the Connecticut River Clean-up Committee, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts is supporting 
critical work to eliminate combined sewer over- 
flows. 

Monies will be directed to several projects 
this year in Springfield, Chicopee and Holyoke 
to further reduce the amount of untreated sew- 
age that annually spills into the Connecticut 
River during rainstorms. 

This is the sixth straight year of funding from 
the Commonwealth for CSO work in the region, 
all of which has come from authorizations with- 
in the State's Environmental Bond Bills. 

“Holyoke is committed to continuously en- 
hancing our environmental stewardship, and 
we are grateful to MassDEP and the legislature 
for funding these critical projects, said Holyoke 
Mayor Alex Morse. 

“Communities such as ours are under great 
financial strain due to the coronavirus pan- 
demic and we are grateful to the CRCC for their 
continued support, Mayor John L. Vieau. “This 
funding will allow us to continue to meet federal 
and state requirements and protect our shared 
natural resources, without the added burden to 
our City's lean budget.’ 

“I want to thank the CRCC for their contin- 
ued leadership advocating for our beloved river- 
front and local community infrastructure needs, 
and to Governor Baker and his administration 
for their unyielding efforts supporting our West- 
ern Massachusetts communities that abut our 
beautiful Connecticut River, Springfield May- 
or Domenic J. Sarno stated. “The PVPC does a 
tremendous job in bringing all local and state 
stakeholders together so that projects like these 
are successful’ 

“In these challenging times we are especial- 
ly appreciative of the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection's continued 
support for the communities of Springfield, 
Chicopee and Holyoke under our collective 
Connecticut River Clean-up Committee effort, 





The Connecticut River at Pynchon Point in Agawam. The state recently approved more funding for the riverside. SUB- 
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observed PVPC Executive Director Kimberly H. 
Robinson. “This funding helps shift the burden 
of fixing this legacy infrastructure away from 
some of our most financially strained communi- 
ties while continuing to improve the Connecti- 
cut River water quality standards at a time when 
COVID-19 is clearly demonstrating the need for 
safe and healthy outdoor recreation opportuni- 
ties for all of our Valley's residents.’ 

The Connecticut River Clean Up Committee 


(CRCC) is a regional collaborative convened and 
staffed by the Pioneer Valley Planning Commis- 
sion since 1993 that has brought together com- 
munities in addressing combined sewer infra- 
structure issues. The Committee now includes 
the Cities of Chicopee and Holyoke, the Spring- 
field Water & Sewer Commission (SWSC), and 
the Massachusetts Department of Environmen- 
tal Protection. 





Agawam State Senator Velis named to Holyoke Soldiers’ Home Oversight Committee 


HOLYOKE - Senator John Velis, who 
represents Agawam in the State Sen- 
ate, was appointed this week to a Spe- 
cial Joint Oversight Committee that is 
tasked with making recommendations 
for changes at the Holyoke Soldiers’ 
Home. 

The committee will be investigating 
the deadly outbreak of COVID-19 that 
took place at the facility, and will make 
recommendations on _ infrastructure 
and administrative changes. This work 
will involve looking at all aspects of the 
facility, from the actual building, to the 
organizational structure, to staffing lev- 
els and medical care, and will have a 
major impact on what the facility will 
look like for years to come. 

When asked about his goals for the 
committee, Senator Velis emphasized 
how important it will be for the new 
Home to meet the evolving needs of the 
growing veteran population in Massa- 


chusetts. 

“We need to think about both the 
immediate and long-term needs of the 
facility. During this work, it is going to 
be absolutely critical that we take into 
account the next generation of veterans 
that will be depending on the Home, 
of which the fastest growing group is 
women. Said Velis. “Veterans of the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars will rely on 
the Home for years to come, and it is 
imperative that their specific needs are 
addressed so that the Home can be sus- 
tainable- 

The committee will not be the first 
time that Velis has advocated for in- 
creased support for the Soldiers’ Home. 
In early July, Velis secured a $250,000 
earmark for the facility in the Senate's 
COVID-19 Supplemental Budget, which 
will help with infection control efforts. 
In addition, the Senator held a listen- 
ing session in Westfield last Friday with 


some of the families of veterans who 
passed away at the home, and says he 
will continue holding sessions as the 
committee begins work. 

“We need to do everything in our 
power to make sure that what happened 
at the Home, will never happen again, 
said Velis. “I think it’s extremely import- 
ant that we continue to hear from those 
families that were directly affected, in 
order to inform our work and address 
every issue they had to go through. 

Joining Senator Velis on_ the 
joint-committee from the Western 
Massachusetts delegation will be Sen. 
James Welch (D-West Springfield), Rep. 
Aaron Vega (D-Holyoke), Rep. Joe Wag- 
ner (D-Chicopee), Rep. Michael Finn 
(D-West Springfield), and Rep. Mindy 
Domb (D-Amherst). 

A report and any draft legislation 
from the committee are due by March, 
31, 2021. 





Agawam State Senator John Velis 





Baker announces $20M to support vital social services, small businesses 


BOSTON - The Baker-Polito Admin- 
istration recently announced $19.6 mil- 
lion for municipalities to address emer- 
gency needs in light of the coronavirus 
pandemic. This funding will support 
181 communities in their work to pro- 
vide vital services to low-income resi- 
dents and small businesses affected by 
the recent outbreak. 

Local governments and regional con- 
sortiums will fund social services, in- 
cluding homelessness prevention, food 
pantries and assistance, and job train- 
ing for in-demand health care workers 
and technicians. Many communities 
will also make grants available for local 
small businesses with five or less em- 
ployees. A total of 36 lead awardees will 
organize within their respective munici- 
pality or region to deliver services. 

The Department of Housing and 
Community Development made the 
$19.6 million award through the feder- 
ally funded Community Development 
Block Grant program. Congress allo- 
cated new emergency funding for the 


program through the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security Act — the 
CARES Act - to address substantial 
needs in low and moderate-income 
communities affected by the pandemic. 
DHCD has received $46 million in spe- 
cial CDBG funds so far and is distribut- 
ing funding across municipalities and 
stakeholders to meet increased needs, 
with a focus on helping households 
maintain housing stability. 

In June, the Baker-Polito Adminis- 
tration announced a $20 million Emer- 
gency Rental and Mortgage Assistance 
program, which is also funded in part 
through this federal allocation. This 
new fund will help more low-income 
households who have lost employment 
or income due to the pandemic main- 
tain stable housing, and builds on DH- 
CD's existing homelessness prevention 
program, RAFT. In March, Governor 
Baker announced a $5 million infusion 
for the fund to address increased need. 

DHCD has received more than $160 
million in federal funding through the 


CARES Act, including more than $20 
million that has been distributed to 
Community Action Agencies for an- 
ti-poverty work, and is preparing to 
allocate additional funding for shelter 
providers. DHCD continues to be in 
close contact with the stakeholder net- 
work, and is working with CHAPA and 
Mass Housing Partnership to track local 
emergency rental assistance programs 
and other resources available to those 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

This month, the Baker-Polito Ad- 
ministration unveiled a COVID-19 eco- 
nomic recovery package to respond to 
challenges brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The $275 million package, 
designed to promote equity across the 
commonwealth, includes $85 million 
for housing efforts, including invest- 
ments in neighborhood stabilization 
and sustainable, climate resilient af- 
fordable housing, as well as $50 million 
in targeted relief for small and minori- 
ty-owned businesses. 


Career coach to discuss 
transitioning in uncertainty 


WILBRAHAM - Those considering a change 
in career are invited to participate in a remote 
workshop with a certified career coach through 
the Wilbraham Public Library next month. 

Led by Anne Crawford, the workshop will 
take place Wednesday, Aug. 5 at 6 p.m. Crawford 
will help engage participants to talk about their 
career objectives, set goals and how to foster a 
sense of control while looking for a new job. She 
will discuss how to understand and manage 
stress as well as how to open doors to other op- 
tions, moving the employment process forward. 

Registration is required and may be complet- 
ed online at wilbrahamlibrary.org or by calling 
596-6141. 
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Rep. Boldyga opposes policing reform bill, saying it goes too far 


BOSTON - State Representative Nicho- 
las Boldyga (R-Southwick) today opposed 
a sweeping policing reform bill, saying, 
“I know first-hand what police officers go 
through on a daily basis, this bill goes too 
far and could ultimately compromise pub- 
lic safety by deterring qualified candidates 
from pursuing a law enforcement career 
and prompting other seasoned veterans to 
leave the profession’. 

House Bill 4860, An Act relative to jus- 
tice, equity and accountability in law en- 
forcement in the Commonwealth, was en- 
grossed by the House of Representatives on 
a vote of 93-66 on July 24. The bill’s passage 
comes just 10 days after the Senate ap- 
proved its own version of the bill (Senate 
Bill 2820). 

The Senate has been criticized for not 
holding a hearing to solicit public input be- 
fore passing its policing reform bill, and for 
not providing police with a seat at the ta- 
ble. Although the House accepted written 
testimony on Senate Bill 2820 over a two- 
day period, Representative Boldyga said 
this still provided little time to fully vet the 
many provisions contained in the 89-page 
bill, and noted that the House version - 
which is even longer at 93 pages — was not 
made publicly available until 48 hours be- 
fore the House began its debate. 

The actions taken by the House and 
Senate were prompted in large part by the 
national protests that followed the murder 


of George Floyd by police officers in Minne- 
sota on May 25. Condemning Floyd's mur- 
der and acknowledging the need to address 
systemic racism throughout society, Repre- 
sentative Boldyga said he supports imple- 
menting reforms to help ensure that similar 
incidents do not happen in Massachusetts, 
but voted against the bill due to concerns 
over other provisions that could have long- 
term implications for law enforcement and 
potentially make an already hazardous 
job even more dangerous. Representative 
Boldyga said there was strong consensus 
among his colleagues for passing sections 
of the bill that address many of the core po- 
licing reforms endorsed by the Massachu- 
setts Black and Latino Legislative Caucus. 
These reforms include establishing a state- 
wide licensing and certification process for 
all law enforcement officers, implementing 
a ban on the use of chokeholds, and requir- 
ing officers to intervene if they witness po- 
lice misconduct, all of which he supports. 
But Representative Boldyga also ex- 
pressed concerns about other provisions 
contained in the bill that would make it 
harder for police officers to do their jobs, 
including restrictions on the use of no- 
knock warrants and limits on the ability of 
law enforcement to be notified by schools 
of potential problems, including students 
suspected of being affiliated with gangs. 
Limiting the use of no-knock warrants, he 
said, would expose more police officers to 


potentially life-threatening situations if the 
individual they are serving the warrant on 
is armed, while restricting the information 
reported by schools to law enforcement 
could result in many potentially volatile sit- 
uations being allowed to escalate beyond 
control when earlier intervention could 
have prevented this from happening. 

One of the major points of contention in 
both bills involves the use of qualified im- 
munity, which protects police officers and 
other public officials from the threat of civ- 
il liability. Although the House takes a less 
drastic approach than the Senate on this 
issue, Representative Boldyga said there is 
still a great deal of confusion around qual- 
ified immunity, and expressed concerns 
about making changes to the law without 
fully understanding the potential implica- 
tions and unintended consequences that 
could result from changing the law. 

Prior to the bill's passage, the House ad- 
opted an amendment calling for the estab- 
lishment of a special commission to study 
qualified immunity and report back to the 
Legislature by March 31, 2021, but left the 
bill's underlying language related to qual- 
ified immunity untouched. An attempt to 
further amend this proposal by delaying 
the implementation of any qualified immu- 
nity changes until the commission reports 
its findings was narrowly defeated on a 
vote of 72-87. 

During floor debate on House Bill 4860, 


Representative Boldyga co-sponsored and 
supported several amendments seeking to 
address members concerns and improve the 
bill that failed to pass, including proposals: 

- establishing a clear definition of what 
constitutes unprofessional police conduct, 
to include excessive use of physical force or 
repeated and sustained instances of behav- 
ior that violates departmental policies; « 
protecting police officers from anonymous 
complaints by requiring that complaints 
submitted to the Division of Police Stan- 
dards be from an identifiable complainant 
and signed under the pains and penalties 
of perjury; - mandating that prior disci- 
plinary actions resolved or adjudicated 
before the effective date of the bill not be 
considered sufficient on their own to deny 
an officer recertification, but may be used 
if the officer becomes the subject of further 
discipline after the effective date; + elimi- 
nating language that prohibits school offi- 
cials from sharing information on students 
who may be involved in gang activity with 
outside law enforcement agencies; and » re- 
moving restrictive language that prevents 
individuals with prior law enforcement 
experience from serving on the new Mas- 
sachusetts Police Standards and Training 
Commission. 

The House and Senate will now appoint 
a conference committee that will attempt 
to reconcile the differences between the 
two bills. 





Agawam Rotary/Parish 
Cupboard announces 


food drive 


AGAWAM/WEST SPRINGFIELD - The Parish Cup- 
board needs our help. During this difficult time, families 
need the help of the Parish Cupboard more than ever! In 
turn, the Parish Cupboard needs our help more than ever. 

The Agawam Rotary Club is promoting two easy 
no-contact ways to donate: 

1. The Parish Cupboard van will be parked at the with 
the back door open. You can just drop your donation in- 
side. 

430 Main Street shops 

Monday, August 3, 2020 - Friday August 7. 2020 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

2. You can mail a check directly to the Parish Cubpoard 
at 1023 Main Street 

West Springfield, MA 01089. They will use it to pur- 
chase what they need. 

Some suggested food items include: 

Pasta 

Boxed meals, such as Hamburger Helper 

Cereal 

Canned fruit 

Canned meat, such as Chef Boyardee 

Condiments, like mustard, ketchup 

The Parish Cupboard is providing lunches to go and 
groceries for families in need Monday through Friday. 

The Agawam Rotary Club is proud to support and help 
the Parish Cupboard. 


Rick’s Place to offer free grief support 


WILBRAHAM - Children and families who have ex- 
perienced the loss of a loved one are invited to partici- 
pate in virtual peer groups to take place in late August, 
facilitated by the nonprofit Rick's Place. The peer groups 
are designed for children, teens and their caregivers. 

Rick's Place, named for Rick Thorpe, a Wilbraham 
native and Minnechaug Regional High School graduate 
who died in the Tower Two collapse of the World Trade 
Center on 9/11, offers peer-supported bereavement 
services for children who have experienced death. For 
more information or to schedule a virtual intake meet- 
ing, visit ricksplacema.org or call 413-279-2010. 
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Springfield Technical Community College was the latest school to delay the start of fall sports. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


oTCC delays start of soccer, basketball, wrestling seasons 


SPRINGFIELD - Following an announcement from the 
NJCAA, Springfield Technical Community College will de- 
lay the start of the soccer, basketball and wrestling seasons 
until after Jan. 1. 

The National Junior College Athletic Association, which 
governs community college athletics, announced the ma- 
jority of competition will be moved to the spring semester. 
The NJCAA stated in a plan of action that close-contact 
sports should not be held in the fall to keep student-ath- 
letes and staff safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

STCC Athletic Director Jenkin Gould said he is happy 
with the NJCAAs decision. 

“While spring soccer is unusual so is our current sit- 
uation, Gould said. “This offers a better chance for our 
student-athletes to participate in a championship season, 
one that might have been greatly restricted by concerns 
surrounding COVID-19. This decision allows for the entire 
association to move forward as one and support all its stu- 


dent-athletes.’ 
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STCC belongs to the National Collegiate Wrestling As- 
sociation (NCWA), which as of July 23 had not made a final 
statement on the fall season. While STCC wrestling is not 
affiliated with the NJCAA, the college will follow its plan 
and delay competitive wrestling after Jan. 1. 

STCC Vice President of Student Affairs Darcey Kemp 
said athletics at STCC build character and help instill val- 
ues of discipline, sportsmanship and work ethic. 

“Were proud of our student-athletes and recognize the 
hard work and dedication of the staff who coach them, 
Kemp said. “Safety is a top priority, and we applaud the NJ- 
CAA on their plan to delay the start times for close-contact 
sports during these challenging times.’ 

According to a statement from the NJCAA, all winter 
sports competition will begin in January with a majority of 
championship seasons moved from March to April. Close 
contact fall sports will be held in the spring. STCC’s men’s 
and womens soccer teams will kick off their seasons in 
March. 


—CALABRESE— 
FARMS 
CORN 
BLUEBERRIES 
PEACHES 


Tomatoes, Broccoli, 
Carrots, Beans, Squash, 
Beets, Eggplants, Cabbage, 

' Cukes, Pickles, Peppers 


SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE 


257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57) 
Southwick, MA e (413) 569-6417 
(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM) 
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Opinion 
SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Questions about 
working while 
collecting benefits 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: In 2019 I was out of work for an 
extended period. I was eligible to begin receiv- 
ing retirement benefits (at age 63) and started 
to do so in August. My part-time job was limit- 
ed so it did not conflict with my Social Security 
amount, but in October through the end of 2019 
I went back to my old industry at four times the 
pay rate. My understanding is that I will need to 
pay Social Security back about $1.40 for every 
benefit dollar they have paid me while I worked 
at the higher wage. When and how is that paid? 
Signed: Part Time Again 

Dear Part Time Again: If you started your So- 
cial Security benefits in August of last year at age 
63, for the remainder of 2019 you were subject 
to the “first year rule’ which means you had a 
monthly earnings limit of $1,470 after your ben- 
efit started. If you exceeded that monthly limit 
starting in October of 2019 and for the rest of 
the year, you wont be entitled to benefits for the 
months of October, November and December. 
Social Security will consider that an overpay- 
ment, and they will want you to repay all those 
benefits to them. However, if it would be to your 
advantage to do so, you can request that Social 
Security use the annual earnings limit for 2019, 
instead of the monthly limit. For example, if 
using the 2019 annual earnings limit ($17,640) 
would result in a smaller impact to your bene- 
fits, Social Security may accommodate your re- 
quest to use the annual limit. Depending upon 
your total earnings in 2019, you may want to 
consider asking that the annual earnings limit 
be used, instead of the monthly limit, when de- 
termining your 2019 impact for exceeding the 
earnings limit. 

Starting in 2020 you'll be subject to an annual 
limit of $18,240 (limit changes yearly). If you ex- 
ceed the annual limit, SS will take back benefits 
equal to $1 for every $2 you are over the limit. 
If youve again stopped working at the higher 
amount, and now only working part-time and 
wont earn more than $18,240 for this year, youll 
not be subject to the annual limit. But exceeding 
the 2019 monthly limit last year will still affect 
you. 

You will receive a form from Social Security 
asking you to specify your 2019 income month 
by month for the months you were receiving 
benefits. Since you exceeded the monthly limit 
from October through December, they'll be ask- 
ing you to repay all of the benefits you received 
for those months. They will give you the option 
of either repaying them in full in a lump sum, or 
they will recover what you owe by withholding 
your monthly benefits until the overpayment is 
satisfied. That will mean youll go some months 
without benefits, the number of months depen- 
dent upon your monthly benefit amount and 
how much you owe them. Remember, you have 
the option to request the annual limit if it will 
benefit you. 

Though youll lose benefits for some number 
of months now, when you reach your full retire- 
ment age (66 years and 4 months) they will au- 
tomatically give you time credit for the number 
of months they withheld benefits and move your 
SS claim date forward. That will increase your 
monthly benefit amount slightly, and you'll get 
that slightly higher benefit for the rest of your 
life. 

One final point: In the year you reach your 
full retirement age the annual earnings limit will 
go up by about 2.5 times and the penalty for ex- 
ceeding it will be less ($1 for every $3 over the 
limit). And when you reach your full retirement 
age the earnings limit goes away entirely. 

This article is intended for information pur- 
poses only and does not represent legal or fi- 
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundations staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Administra- 
tion or any other governmental entity. To sub- 
mit a question, visit our website (amacfounda- 
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor. 
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Cleome, a welcome volunteer 


ecently, I was weeding an area of my yard 
Re had been a fern garden. I never had 

such a distaste for ferns until I tried to 
eradicate them, mat-like roots and all. I vowed 
henceforth that every new sprout would be re- 
moved immediately and within a month of my 
initial labor, I found myself back in the same 
garden, yanking up all the baby ferns, crabgrass, 
purslane and the like. To my surprise, however, 
there was a friend among the foes! A 
cleome, sometimes known as spider 
flower, had seeded itself. Had the 
seed lay dormant for years only to 
be exposed to the light now that the 
ferns were gone? One is never certain 
how volunteers make their way to the 
landscape. 

Cleome was one of the flowers 
that my mother and I planted in the 
annual border along the foundation 
of our house; for that reason it holds 
a special place in my heart. As a child, 
I was drawn to the seed pods of this peculiar 
plant; if you waited until they were “just right” 
and gave them a squeeze, the seeds would fly 
everywhere. What fun! This attribute gives the 
plant tremendous “staying power’ in the gar- 
den. In other words, it pops up everywhere the 
following season (and maybe seasons later?). 
This can be a very good thing if you enjoy having 
the cleome around as much as I do. 

Spider flower goes by the scientific name 
Cleome hasslerana. Older cultivars such as 
‘Helen Campbell’ and the ‘Queen series top off 
at an airy four or five feet tall, while the newer 
‘Sparkler’ hybrids are a bit shorter and bushi- 
er. Besides white, spider flower comes in pink, 
cherry and lavender. It was given such a unique 
name because of the flower’s long, slender sta- 
mens that remind one of spider legs protruding 
from the plant. The stamens hold the eventual 
seed pods a distance away giving them even 
more ‘popping power. 
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Roberta McQuaid 


Because cleomes are flower producing pow- 
er-houses, they sometimes become exhausted 
by midsummer; their lower leaves yellow and 
flowers start to fade. I always thought that if 
they were dead-headed like other, more com- 
mon annuals were, maybe they would last 
longer into the season. So, as an experiment I 
clipped the seed-pods close to the plant as soon 
as they began to form. Unfortunately the over- 
all form of the plant was altered, not 
for the better, and with little reward 
for my work. Then I began to search 
out what exactly cleomes need in or- 
der to thrive with the idea if perhaps 
I met those requirements Id have 
better luck. 

I had always known that cleomes 
prefer full sun and well-drained soil. 
What I didn't know was that they also 
like fertile soil and space away from 
one another. In other words, three 
per 18” container will not work and 
regular doses of liquid feed are a must. 

In the north, the cleome’s habit of self-sow- 
ing doesnt become annoying, but in warmer 
areas it can become weedy. Clipping the seed- 
pods as mentioned above would “nip this prob- 
lem in the bud. Seedlings that develop from 
volunteers will likely be a blend color-wise of 
the plants you grew last year because they are 
cross-pollinated by insects. Only time will tell 
what color my cleome flower will be. I can’t wait 
to see it and have it drop all of its wonderful 
seeds just in time for next year's garden. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has 
held the position of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question’ in the subject line. 
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Into the Woods 


By Sadie Parrotta 
Guest Columnist 


Sometimes, there's a certain magic in feeling 
small. My friends and I are sitting outside of a 
country store in Vermont, munching on meat- 
ball subs and turkey clubs as we pool our brain 
powers together to tackle a sudoku puzzle in 
the Green Mountain Daily. Were three dots in 
the valley beneath a mountain range that re- 
sembles a crashing wave of green. Evergreen. 
Cool blue-green, almost black. Warm, light 
green, like the tiny blades of grass beneath our 
picnic table. The high-noon sunlight excellently 
highlights this freckling pattern. It’s windy, but 
the trees, like towers and well-built bridges, do 
not quiver. 

It occurs to me that, for some living things, 
the world ends in those woods. I look up from 
the valley at the mountain range. I have the 
imagination to create paths in my head, and 


shimmering white creeks, patches of Jacobs 
ladder and birds nests, but the moose that live 
in the Green Mountains cannot imagine my 
world. All the moose in Vermont know is the 
dirt beneath their hooves, where to find their 
food, and safe places to sleep at night. Simple. I 
wonder if it’s a privilege to be enlightened, or if 
ignorance truly is bliss. I'm inclined towards the 
former: I like being challenged. 

I've been spending a lot of time in the woods 
since the world came grinding to a halt. I've 
camped up in New Hampshire and Vermont 
with my friends a couple of times now. Camping 
is fun even if youre bad at it, which my friends 
and I are. During that same camping trip in Ver- 
mont, we went to the grocery store in the eve- 
ning to buy ingredients for a campfire-cooked 
Shepherd's Pie. On the drive back, we saw a rosy 
red sunset disappear behind gray storm clouds. 
We got lost in the dark woods, and by the time 
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ing work the citizens have accomplished 
by following the latest requirements, said 
Auer. “Our numbers have dropped dramat- 
ically. That being said we cannot let our 
guard down as the virus is still out there. 
The summer vacation season poses new 
challenges are visitors arrive from other 
states or our residents return. It is imper- 
ative that people follow the travel order is- 
sued on July 24. 

Auers role has come to the forefront, 
and her days not only include the routine 
work, but keeping an eye on food establish- 
ments that are adjusting to new guidelines, 
and helping with testing. 

She said Building Inspector Michael 
Theroux has been out with her responding 
to various issues. She also said the mayor 
and law department have been involved 
and supportive. 

“Literally, every Department Head had 
to completely retool the way business is 
done, said Auer. “I speak with many of 


them every day as they develop their re- 
opening plan including the School Superin- 
tendent. I am also fortunate that the Board 
of Health in Agawam consists of three ex- 
perienced medical professionals: Gladys 
Fernandez-Largay MD., Mary Jo Safford, PA 
and Mary Lee Bertrand, RN’ 
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One of the biggest initiatives for the 
town has been monitoring outdoor dining. 
Outdoor dining was a big part of Phase 2 to 
allow restaurants to re-open and get people 
out of their houses. 

“The outdoor dining and partial indoor 
dining have gone very well,’ said Auer. “Aga- 
wams restaurant operators really rose to 
the occasion. Now that the hot weather is 
here, the outdoor option is not as popular. 
To continue with outdoor dining past the 
November 1| date, an establishment would 
need to apply for a Special Permit and go 
through that process.’ 

While Gov. Baker has had numerous 
briefings, Auer said there is a message she 
would like to get across the to the public. 

“You may think that you are safe among 
friends or small groups, said Auer. “But 
think about how many other people your 
friends have had contact with in the last 
few days. Also be kind and be patient. Don't 
be rude to store workers (or town workers) 
when they are only trying to do their job. 
We are all in this together, learning as we go 
along. It is out civic duty to follow the man- 
dates so we can all look forward to getting 
back to any sense of normalcy. 

Auer will talk about the challenges she 
has faced during the pandemic in next 
week's edition. 





PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELL| 


Partners Restaurant was one of the first restaurants that participated in outdoor dining once it was allowed. 
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Virtual walk to help NAMI 


AGAWAM - ‘The National Alliance on 
Mental Illness of Western Massachusetts 
will be holding its 20th Annual Walkathon 
Virtual Celebration, ‘A Journey of Hope and 
Recovery on Aug. 23, starting at 11 a.m. 

The event is suitable for all ages and 
abilities and will directly benefit NAMI 
Western Massachusetts continuing efforts 
to help improve the lives of those individ- 
uals living with mental health conditions 
and their families. 

NAMI is the National Alliance on Men- 
tal Illness, the nations largest grassroots 
mental health organization. NAMI pro- 
vides advocacy, education, support and 
public awareness so that all individuals 
and families affected by mental illness can 


Build Better Lives. 

Folks may help NAMI-WM’s mission 
by participating in this Virtual Walk or by 
sponsoring the event. Anyone who would 
like to submit a brief video saying how NA- 
MI-WM has helped them or a loved one 
or how they maintain good mental health 
during these difficult times, these would 
be most appreciated. Videos should be two 
minutes or less, and the deadline is Aug.7. 
All entries should be emailed to informa- 
tion@namiwm.org. 

For further information, contact NAMI's 
office at 413-786-9139 or visit www.nami- 
wm.org/events for entry and sponsorship 
forms. 


$8.7 million in federal funding given 
to Holyoke Medical Center 


HOLYOKE - Over the weekend, Con- 
gressman Richard E. Neal, Chairman of 
the House Committee on Ways and Means 
joined President and CEO of Holyoke Medi- 
cal Center Spiros Haritas for the announce- 
ment of $8,700,000 in federal funding to the 
hospital. 

“This money is a lifeline for providers 
who are caring for the COVID patients and 
others in the community who need quality 
health care, and Holyoke Medical Center 
is one of the best,’ said Congressman Neal. 
“The COVID-19 pandemic is first and fore- 
most a health crisis. This funding will help 
support patients, providers, and frontline 
health workers. Holyoke also stepped up 
and took on patients from the Holyoke Sol- 
diers Home when it was overwhelmed with 
COVID-related infections. Thanks to their 
help, many veterans received the care they 
needed during a troubling time. 

“Holyoke Medical Center, like oth- 
er Massachusetts hospitals, has suffered 
significant financial losses in the fight 
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against the pandemic, said Haritas. “For 
a small stand-alone community hospital, 
the impact of the additional costs and the 
loss of revenue can mean financial ruin. 
Chairman Neal has tirelessly advocated 
for all hospitals, and very specifically for 
the most vulnerable hospitals, like Holyoke 
Medical Center. We are extremely grateful 
for the advocacy and the financial relief we 
received. This funding directly helps our 
nurses, doctors and frontline staff because 
it secures PPE, equipment and resources 
for the ongoing fight against the pandemic. 
We know that the Chairman will continue 
to keep a watchful eye on Massachusetts 
hospitals as this pandemic unfolds. We are 
confident he will do everything in his pow- 
er to continue the much-needed support.’ 

This funding was made possible through 
the Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices Provider Relief Fund’s second round 
of high impact COVID-19 area funding to 
hospitals. 
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Murphy’s Pub is another location that is adjusting to different regulations for food service. 
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vided free of charge, and an individual need 
not be showing any symptoms of corona- 
virus. The testing is also not restricted to 
residents of Agawam. Anyone is welcome 
to the site. 

The test results will be provided to par- 
ticipants in confidence and participants 
are encouraged to share their results with 
their regular doctor. 

Gov. Baker announced 16 different sites 
in the Commonwealth, with Agawam and 
Springfield the only sites that are west of 
Worcester. The Springfield site has yet to 
be determined as of press time. Other test- 
ing sites are out in Eastern Mass., includ- 
ing Brockton, Lowell, Fall River, Lawrence, 
New Bedford, and Lynn. 

Central Massachusetts sites include 


Worcester and Marlborough. 

In Western Massachusetts, Hampden 
County has the highest numbers of positive 
cases, though it is also the most populated. 
Agawam has had a lower number of cases 
despite a number of cases early in the pan- 
demic that occurred at Heritage Hall. 

For any issues trying to schedule a 
COVID-19 test, you can also contact the 
Agawam health department for more in- 
formation. 

The program is part of a #StopTheS- 
pread initiative by the state. 

“This program will support the testing of 
asymptomatic individuals in these commu- 
nities to help stop the spread of COVID-19, 
the state website says. “If you are a resident 
of one of these communities, even if you 
have no COVID symptoms, please get test- 
ed to help stop the spread’ 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Central processing 
unit 

4. Military action 

10. How electricity 
gets to train 
Carriages (abbr.) 

11. Unsafe 

12. Of (French) 

14. Autonomic nervous 
system 

15. Type of bean 

16. Accuse formally of 
a crime 

18. Promote 

22. Type of lava 

23. Meat from a deer 

24. Herbaceous plants 

26. Potato state 

27. Helsinki 
neighborhood 

28. Sports officials 

30. Shout wildly 


31. Reptile genus 

34. Frocks 

36. Born of 

37. N. Scandinavian 
indigenous people 

39. Poultry cage 

40. Aquatic insect 
genus 

41. Of | 

42.Ad _: tirelessly 
repetitive 

48. Item 

50. Produce 

51. Seedless raisin 

52. Bond in a third 
party’s control 

53. Legendary 
character _ Finn 

54. Space station 

55. Note at the end of 
a letter 

56. In a way, 
contradicted 
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58. Midway between inhabitant of Asia 
northeast and east 20. N. Sweden river 

59. Bears important 21. Related on the 
traffic mother’s side 

60. Brooklyn hoopster 25. Mediator 

29. Partner of to 

31. Arm bones 

32. Korean seafood 
dish 

33. Tap of the foot 

35. Astronauts 

38. Carolina footballer 

41. Indiana city 

43. Of or relating to 
bears 

44. Not widely known 

45. Body part 

46. At the peak 

47. High-pitched cries 
of a cat 

49. A way to intimidate 

56. Prosecutor 

57. Atomic #66 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Presides 

2. Artist’s tool 

3. On a higher floor 

4. Commercial 

5. Something to watch 

6. Chased 

7. Commercial 
producers 

8. Keyboard 
instrument 

9. Blue grass state 

12. Phonograph 
recording 

13. Unusual 

17. Popular average 

19. A native or 
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SPORTS 


Fall high school sports delayed through September 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - In what is a very 
ominous sign for the future of 
high school sports in the 2020- 
2021 school year, the Massachu- 
setts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association has postponed the 
beginning of fall sports to the 
middle of September. 

Last Tuesday, a virtual meet- 
ing of the MIAA Board of Direc- 
tors took place, with a unanimous 
vote in favor of moving the state 


date of fall sports to Sept. 14. This 
means actual contests may not be 
played until the end of September. 
This could result in almost only a 
half season of action in fall sports, 
and some sports could still be 
cancelled altogether. 

The state and the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Ed- 
ucation is planning to issue ad- 
ditional guidance in the coming 
month which could change how 
the MIAA approaches fall sports. 

Currently, the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts is in Phase 3 of 


its re-opening plan, but Phase 3 is 
to remain stalled until either an 
impactful treatment or a vaccine 
for COVID-19 is developed and 
available for the public at large, 
allowing life to seemingly return 
to normal. 

In Phase 3, Gov. Charlie Baker 
and his administration have la- 
beled soccer, football, and basket- 
ball as sports that are “high-risk” 
and involve too much close con- 
tact. Effectively, while practices 
can occur, all contests of those 
three sports are banned current- 


ly. The guidance specifically bans 
the sports at the recreational 
and “amateur” level, but does not 
specifically ban them at the high 
school level. 

Part of the rationale in delay- 
ing the start of fall sports is for 
the DESE to wrap its head around 
the actual opening of school, 
and to determine whether or not 
learning will take place online, in- 
school, or hybrid of the two. Once 
that is determined, the MIAA will 
have to figure out how athletic 
practices and contests will work 


in a situation like that, includ- 
ing determining eligibility for 
students “attending school” and 
dealing with transportation. 

The MIAA has a COVID-19 
Task Force that is working with 
the state government and col- 
lecting guidance and information 
regularly. It was the task force 
that made the Sept. 14 recom- 
mendation to the MIAA BOD. 

The season was originally sup- 
posed to start on Aug. 21. 

Other concepts that have been 
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“2 le school baseball, 














Umpires continue to 
work from behind 
the mound calling 
balls and strikes. 
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Baseball has continued this summer as high=seheol-age players have formed 


their own junior and senior “Legion teams. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Baseball was played in 
Monson, Greenfield, and 
other locations on a bright 
Sunday afternoon. 
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f __ A Monson-Palmer 
_ player makes a 
throw back to the 
infield. 





An Agawam player makes a 
backhand play at shortstop. 
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WINCHESTER, N.H. - Modified ace Ben 
Byrne earned his second victory lap of the 
summer Saturday, July 25, topping the 40- 
lap main event on the high banks of Mo- 
nadnock Speedway. 

Aaron Fellows stayed undefeated this 
season, winning a thriller in the Late Mod- 
el Sportsmen, while the Curtis twins, Chase 
and Jaret, finished one-two in the Street 
Stocks to increase their standings atop the 
points parade. 

Gordon Farnum topped the Mini Stocks 
for the third time this summer, and Pure 
Stock kingpin Chris Davis put a string of 
recent misfortunes behind him, romping 
to victory Friday. Short track legend Ran- 
dy Cabral won the 30-lap NEMA Midget 
feature, with Avery Stohr victorious in the 
NEMA Lites. 

Defending Sportsman Modified cham- 
pion Todd Patnode and Keith Carzello led 
the 18-car NHSTRA field to the green, with 
Patnode - fresh off nightmare outings in 
each of the previous two weeks - set on re- 
versing his fortunes. 

To that end, the Swanzey hot shoe set a 
torrid pace for the first 13 go-rounds. Bri- 
an Chapin took the lead on lap 14 and, the 
next time around, Patnode pitted under 
green, moving Byrne up to second, with 
points leader and previous week's winner 
Brian Robie in close tow. 

Byrne was relentless over the next 18 
circuits, finally taking the lead from the top 
lane on lap 32, with Chapin then bobbling 
on a restart to move Robie up to second, 
from where he would add to his points 
lead, earning valuable breathing room 
ahead of Trevor Bleau, who finished 15th 
on the night. 

A week earlier, Aaron Fellows kept his 
undefeated season intact by passing Cole 
Littlewood with only two laps to go en 
route to Late Model Sportsman victory 
lane. Friday, he again passed Littlewood 
late in the game, this time on turn three of 
the final lap to add more luster to his un- 


blemished record. 

Littlewood, third a week earlier, held on 
for second Friday, with Robert Hagar com- 
ing home third. Willie Kuhn and Justin Lit- 
tlewood completed the top five. 

Hillary Renaud, gunning for two in a 
row in the sizzling Streets, led the first 14 
circuits of her 25-lapper but then blinked, 
quickly finding herself back in forth as 
the flying Curtis twins, Chase and Jaret, 
stormed past, bringing Tommy O'Sullivan 
with them. 

It was Chase Curtis first under the 
checkers, with his points-leading sibling 
Jaret riding in his shadow. Renaud’s fourth- 
place run moved her up to fifth in points. 
Friday's victory was Chase Curtissecond 
of the summer, with both his father Chris 
and brother Jaret also having topped Street 
Stock features. 

It took Gordon Farnum eight laps to 
come from row three to the point in the 
Mini Stock feature but, once there, he 
checked out on the field to score his third 
win of the summer. Kevin Clayton, strong 
all night, came home second, just ahead of 
Mark Panaroni. 

Pure Stock powerhouse Chris Davis 
shook the late-race bugaboos that had 
plagued him in recent weeks Friday, tak- 
ing control on lap two and then checking 
out. While Davis made it look easy, a tight 
battle raged behind him, with Mike Doug- 
las emerging strong to cop the runner-up 
honors, just in front of Claremont regular 
Dylan Adams, who made his high-banks 
debut successful in third. 

In the night's Iron Mike Memorial NEMA 
Midget main event, open-wheel legend 
Randy Cabral did what he’s done at least 
once over the last 20 years. Cabral blasted 
to victory in the caution-free 30-lapper, 
taking the checkers ahead of Todd Ber- 
trand and early-race leader Paul Scally. Av- 
ery Stohr topped the Lites 30-lapper. 

Next Saturday, August 1, the Granite 
State Pro Stock Series will return to the 
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Fellows picks up another win at Monadnock 
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Aaron Fellows was a winner in the late-model sportsman race. 


Winchester high banks, where they Il battle 
in a 100-lap main event. For more informa- 
tion, please visit www.monadnockspeed- 
way.com. 

MONADNOCK SPEEDWAY JULY 25 
TOP TENS: 

SPORTSMAN MODIFIED: Ben Byrne, 
Brian Robie, Brian Chapin, Keith Carzello, 
Russ Hersey, Solomon Brow, Cory Plum- 
mer, Cameron Houle, Andy Major, Jerry 
Gomarlo. 

PURE STOCK: Chris Davis, Mike Doug- 
las, Dylan Adams, Brandon 
Lavoie, Nick Houle, Doug 
Nelson, Cory Lofland, J.D. 
Stockwell, Reagan Buffum, 
Jimmy Zellman. 

MINI STOCK: Gordon 
Farnum, Kevin Clayton, 
Mark Panaroni, Nathan 
Wenzel, Bill Chaffee, Kevin 
McKnight, Jake Puchalski, 
Jared Roy, Jeff Asselin. 

STREET STOCK: Chase 
Curtis, Jaret Curtis, Tommy 
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O'Sullivan, Hillary Renaud, Mike Hopkins, 
Chris Buffone, Mike Radzuik, Kyle Gero, 
Paul Barnard, Tim Wenzel. 

LATE MODEL SPORTSMAN: Aaron Fel- 
lows, Cole Littlewood, Robert Hagar, Willie 
Kuhn, Justin Litthkewood, Ron Laperche, 
James Beck, Nancy Muni Ruot, Billy McCar- 
thy, Camdyn Curtis. 

NEMA MIDGETS (Top 3): Randy Cabral, 
Todd Bertrand, Paul Scally. 

NEMA LITES (Top 3): Avery Stohr, Ryan 
Locke, PJ. Stergios. 
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Ben Byrne was a winner again in the sportsman modified race. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
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EPPING, NH. — Matt 
Hirschman wasnt about to be 
denied. The Pennsylvania native, 
who is no stranger to Victory 
Lane on the Tri Track Open Mod- 
ified Series circuit, returned to 
glory on Saturday night at Star 
Speedway in the ninth annual 
SBM race. 

But the ride to victory wasnt 
one that came without difficulty, 
especially at the end. Hirschman 
dominated the beginning, taking 
the lead on lap 25 and leading 
through lap 83, before a con- 
trolled caution slowed the race. 
While some elected to stay out, 
Hirschman worked to pit road for 
a fresh Hoosier tire, the charge 
started back to the front from 
ninth position. He would eventu- 
ally pass Matt Swanson for the top 
spot on a restart at lap 112 and 
never look back. 

It was the fifth win in the pres- 
tigious event for Hirschman, who 
is one of just two drivers to com- 
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pete in all previous SBM races. 
The race was 121 laps, in honor of 
track owner and operator Bobby 
Webber's son Tim Webber, who 
turned 21-years-old the week of 
the race. 

The purse for the event was 
over $40,000, a figure that didn't 
change post-COVID pandemic. 
Due to COVID-19, and guidance 
from the state of New Hampshire, 
Star Speedway ran at 50% capacity 
for the event in the grandstands, 
and sold out. Tri Track and Star 
officials made sure that all social 
distancing and safe health prac- 
tices were in place. 

“Ive always enjoyed coming 
here, winning the first time I have 
ever came here, and having all of 
this success I've had in this SBM 
race after that, Hirschman said. 
“Going back to the original races, 
it was, and has been, a big deal for 
us. 

Swanson, who started 27th 
after earning a provisional into 
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the race, played a different strat- 
egy than Hirschman did, and it 
almost paid off. Swanson elect- 
ed not to pit as part of the con- 
trolled caution period on lap 83, 
and took over the lead when most 
others went down pit road. Swan- 
son led the race from lap 83-112, 
before Hirschman took control 
when Swanson spun his tires on 
the restart. 

Swanson would finish sec- 
ond, while Andy Jankowiak, who 
played a similar strategy and 
stayed out, finished third. Janko- 
wiak was involved in a wreck on 
lap 25 with veteran Dave Sapien- 
za, but was able to rebound. 

Ronnie Williams started third 
and finished fourth, and Eric 
Goodale made his return to the 
Tri Track Series and rounded out 
the top five. NASCAR Cup Series 
regular Ryan Preece was sixth 
in his return to Modified racing, 
while Anthony Nocella, Aus- 
tin Kochenash, Cam McDermott 


Baseball clinics to take place in August 


HOLYOKE - ‘The Holyoke 
Parks and Recreation Department 
in conjunction with the John Mur- 
phy Youth Baseball League will be 
conducting baseball clinics. To 
sign up for the clinic, please con- 
tact Coach Terry Murphy at tmur- 
phylhcc@comcast.net. 

Clinics will follow all of the 
board of health requirements 
regarding masks, spacing and 
cleaning of equipment. Players 
with their own bats and helmets 
or catcher’s gear are encouraged 
to bring to the clinic. 


Potential Baseball Clinics 
Schedule 

All clinics to take place at 
Mackenzie Field 


Free of charge for Holyoke resi- 
dents, $10 for non-residents 
Wednesday, August 5 
5:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (Age group 


7-10) 
Thursday, August 6 5:45 
p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (Age group 14-17) 
Monday, August 10 1 0 
a.m. to 12 noon (age group 11-13) 
Wednesday, August12 1 0 
a.m. — 12 noon (age group 7-10) 
Wednesday, August 12 
5:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (age group 14- 
17) 
Thursday, August 13 
5:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (age group 11- 
13) 
Monday, August 17 1 0 
a.m. — 12 noon (age group 7-10) 
Wednesday, August 19 
10 a.m. - 12 noon (age group 11- 
13) 
Wednesday, August 19 
5:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (age group 14- 
17) 
Thursday, August 20 
5:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (age group 


7-10) 

Wednesday, August 26 
10 a.m. — 12 noon (age group 14- 
17) 

Wednesday, August 26 5:45 
p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (age group 11-13) 

Clinics will be run by former 
Holyoke Community College 
baseball coach Terry Murphy. He 
will be assisted by Bob Prattico, 
former Holyoke Catholic coach, 
Mike Afflitto, Smith Academy 
coach, and Mike Prattico, Am- 
herst High School coach. Added 
to the coaching staff is Dioni So- 
riano Bello, a former player in Ja- 
pan and Latin America. They will 
also be assisted by several former 
high school players as well. A 
trainer will also be on hand for 
each session! 
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Hirschman takes win at Star Speedway 


and Ron Silk finished the top-10. 

Earlier in the day, Ron Silk, 
Matt Hirschman, Andy Shaw and 
Andy Jankowiak won heat races, 
while Anthony Nocella and Calvin 
Carroll earned consi wins. Both 
heat and consi winners collected 
$300 courtesy of the Pepsi Chal- 
lenge. 

Swanson, who passed 25 Mod- 
ifieds en route to the front, earned 
a $500 hard charger bonus cour- 
tesy of Green Construction. 
Since pole sitter Austin Koche- 
nash didn't win the race, courtesy 
of Superior Refinishing, the next 
race on the circuit will pay a $600 
bonus if the pole sitter wins the 
race. 

The Tri Track Open Modified 
Series returns to the track on Sat- 
urday, August 15, with the second 
stop of the season at Monadnock 
Speedway. 

RESULTS: Tri Track Open 
Modified Series; Star Speedway; 


July 25: 





1. Matt Hirschman 
2. Matt Swanson 

3. Andy Jankowiak 
4. Ronnie Williams 
5. Eric Goodale 

6. Ryan Preece 

7. Anthony Nocella 
8. Austin Kochenash 
9. Cam McDermott 
10. Ron Silk 

11. Calvin Carroll 
12. Kurt Vigeant 

13. Kirk Alexander 
14. Craig Lutz 

15. Bryan Narducci 
16. Devin O'Connell 
17. Andy Shaw 

18. Les Rose Jr. 

19. Dylan Izzo 

20. Tommy Barrett 
21. Dave Sapienza 
22. Richard Savary 
23. Ryan Doucette 
24. Les Hinckley 

25. Carl Medeiros Jr. 
26. Dana DiMatteo 
27. Josh Cantara 


Racing to resume in Thompson 


THOMPSON, Conn. - Econn 
Motorsports and ‘Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park 
announced this week an agree- 
ment that will enable oval track 
racing to continue on the famed 
5/8th mile at Thompson, CT. 

Plans currently call for 
Econn Motorsports to also host 
an open practice on Wednesday, 
August 5. Racing is set to resume 
with the Bud 150 on Wednesday 
August 19 and the Sunoco World 
Series on October 9-11. The NA- 
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour is 
expected to headline both race 
dates. The parties are exploring 
the possibility of additional race 
meets during 2020. 

Econn Motorsports is a new- 
ly formed race promotion and 





consulting firm headed by Terry 
Eames, former General Manag- 
er of Thompson Speedway Mo- 
torsports Park. “The COVID-19 
pandemic put oval track racing 
at Thompson in 2020 at risk. 
We are proud to announce that 
the Hoenig family and Econn 
have found a way for oval track 
racing to continue during the 
track's 80th year and beyond’, 
Eames said. 

Specific details of next week's 
practice will be available over 
the next several days at Econ- 
nMotorsports.com. Tickets will 
only be available online and in 
advance in keeping with the 
policies set forth by the State of 
Connecticut designed to limit 
the spread of COVID-19. 





Pinehurst Resort to host 2020 High School Golf National Invitational 


BOSTON - Pinehurst Resort in 
North Carolina will host both the 
Boys and Girls 2020 High School 
Golf National Invitational, August 
3-5. Participants will come from 
more than 40 states—more than 
110 girls and 250 boys—to com- 
pete in a three-round, 54-hole, 
stroke-play format. 

The High School Golf National 
Invitational showcases golf at the 
highest level, bringing together 
the strongest and most diverse 
field in high school golf from 
large, small, public and private 
high school programs across the 
United States. It was first played 
in 2019, with 300 boys and girls 


representing 43 states. Competi- 
tors include State Championship 
winning boys and girls players; 
the nations best high school 
golf teams; and top individuals 
from each state. With the loss of 
the spring 2020 high school golf 
season, this event is even more 
important to showcase the most 
talented high school golfers from 
across America. 

The Boys and Girls Nation- 
al Invitational will be played on 
Pinehurst’s No. 6, No. 8 and No. 9 
courses, and include team and in- 
dividual competitions. Pinehurst 
Resort is steeped in tradition and 
has hosted some of golf's greatest 


events, including the PGA Cham- 
pionship, Ryder Cup, U.S. Open, 
Womens U.S. Open and U.S. Am- 
ateur. 

“It's really incredible to bring 
the 2020 High School Golf Na- 
tional Invitational to Pinehurst 
Resort, where the players can 
experience one of the best golf fa- 
cilities in the world, said NHSGA 
Manager Chris Noble. “This event 
is the pinnacle of high school golf 
and valuable to college coaches 
seeking hidden talent they may 
not see on the junior golf circuit 
otherwise, especially during an 
unprecedented year like this.’ 

Last year, the Girls Invitation- 


al went down to the wire, with a 
two-hole playoff for the top high 
school teams, after South Caroli- 
na and California totaled two-day 
team scores of 584. The four-on- 
four aggregate team playoff was 
won with a birdie on the final hole 
by tournament medalist Kamille 
Dimayuga (Buena Park, Calif.), 
who shot consecutive rounds of 
71, to finish with a 2-under par, 
142 total. 

Virginia won the 2019 Boys 
Division team title with a two- 
day score of 581 (291-290). Sec- 
ond place went to Arkansas (592), 
followed by Pennsylvania (598) in 
third. Aidan Thomas from Ber- 


nalillo, N.M., fired a career-best 
round 65 on day one of the tour- 
nament; and followed with a 70 
on day two, to win the individual 
medalist title with a 9-under par, 
135 total. 

The High School Golf National 
Invitational is conducted by the 
National High School Golf Associ- 
ation (NHSGA), a division of Next- 
gengolf, which was acquired by 
the PGA of America in 2019. The 
Invitational is supported by sever- 
al partners, including the PGA of 
America, AJGA, Srixon, Gatorade 
and Junior Golf Hub. 





Relics return to action after long hiatus 


LUDLOW - The Western Mass 
Relics, which is a summer/fall 
Senior Softball recreational slow 
pitch League has resumed play 
last week. The Relics field two di- 
visions: the silver division is com- 
prised of men 50-64 years of age 
and the bronze division is men 65 
and over. 

For the more competitive play- 
er there is opportunity to join a 
travel team and participate in 
local, regional and national tour- 


naments. 

Teams in both divisions nor- 
mally play two games a week 
in the evenings, with all games 
played at the Fish & Game Club in 
Ludlow. These weekly games em- 
phasize fun, friendship and good 
sportsmanship. 

This year due to the coronavi- 
rus all players have to wear masks 
in the field except the outfielders. 
The players temperatures are tak- 
en before they enter the field. If 


a player has a temperature, the 
player must leave the field and 
return home. Players must bring a 
lawn chair so they can social dis- 
tance when a team is batting. ‘The 
Relics have dispensed with hand 
shaking, fist bumps and any other 
contact with players. 

For further information or to 
join the league contact Steve Lep- 
ow at 860-885-4556 or Ted Chmu- 
ra at 413-589-1965. 


FALL SPORTS 


explored was the possibility of 
playing baseball and softball in 
fall season and moving soccer 
and football to spring. The idea 
was turned down in the early 
stages out of risk that a baseball 
or softball player could “lose two 
seasons. 

The board also unanimous- 
ly passed a recommendation to 
suspend the end-of-game hand- 
shakes until further notice to re- 
duce contact between teams. 
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Currently, only high school- 
age baseball and some softball 
tournaments are being played in 
Massachusetts with sanitization 
and social distancing being ad- 
hered to. 

Among sports that could be 
played in the fall currently are 
volleyball, cross country, field 
hockey, and golf. It is not yet 
known if high school students 
will be allowed to play football or 
soccer this fall. 
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Public Notices 





AGAWAM PLANNING 
BOARD 

The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a remote 
public hearing due to the 
COVID19 pandemic on 
Thursday, August 6, 2020 
at 6:00 PM online via 
Zoom. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to hear the 
Definitive Plan application 
of Hillside Development 
Corp. for property known 
as 173 Southwick Street. 
Interested parties can con- 
tact the Planning Board at 
pkerr@agawam.ma.us for 
more information, to provide 
written comments prior to the 
meeting or attend via the fol- 
lowing: 
Join Zoom Webinar: 
https://zoom.us/ 
j/97243187943?pwd=b- 
09ZQXBkcXh6U2J5IZ1JjUF- 


hQVmZPZz09 
Password: 456034 
one-tap mobile: 
US: +1 301 715 8592 
(Germantown) or +1 312 626 
6799 (Chicago) 
Webinar ID: 972 4318 7943 
By Order of 
Mark R. Paleologopoulos, 
Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
07/23, 07/30/20 


AGAWAM PLANNING 
BOARD 

The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a remote 
public hearing due to the 
COVID19 pandemic on 
Thursday, August 6, 2020 
at 6:30 PM online via 
Zoom. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to hear the 
Definitive Plan application of 
Aspenwood Associates LLC 
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for property at 673 Silver 
Street. Interested parties can 
contact the Planning Board 
at pkerr@agawam.ma.us for 
more information, to provide 
written comments prior to the 
meeting or attend via the fol- 
lowing: 
Join Zoom Webinar: 
https://zoom.us/ 
j/97243187943?pwd=b- 
09ZQXBkcXh6U2JIZ1IJjUF- 
hQVmZPZz09 
Password: 456034 
one-tap mobile: 
US: +1 301 715 8592 
(Germantown) or +1 312 626 
6799 (Chicago) 
Webinar ID: 972 4318 7943 
By Order of 
Mark R. Paleologopoulos, 
Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
07/23, 07/30/20 


413-283-8393, ext. 216. 
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How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 








WOODS 
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we returned to our campsite all of the dead branches in the 
area had been thoroughly soaked. None of us had thought 
to gather any beforehand, even though we knew it might 
rain. However, we hadnt really eaten yet that day, since go- 
ing hungry is admittedly a part of the experience, so the 
pouring rain wasn't going to stop us. 

My friend Helen prepared three bowls of burger meat, 
pre-made mashed potatoes, and frozen corn. My other 
friend CJ gathered as much make-shift kindling from Hel- 
ens car as there was to be found. My job was to hold the 
light and umbrella to protect the firepit from the rain as 
much as possible. We burned the paper bag that had held 
our groceries, Helens old receipts, the entire issue of the 
Green Mountain Daily, and lime-flavored Tostitos chips. 
The fire would flame up and engulf the bowls whenever CJ 
would put another piece of scrap into the pit, only for it 
to burn up entirely a minute later and leave us cold again. 
Helen tried to stir the meat to ensure that the burger was 
at least cooked enough to not get us sick. Smoke billowed 
into our faces, choking us and burning our eyes. We had 
to shift in a circle around the pit to move with the tiny 
flame we were barely maintaining. Ash fell into our meat, 
and bugs kept trying to drown themselves in our mashed 
potato pool. At one point, the bowl of corn caught on fire. 
Ultimately, our Shepherd's Pie took about forty minutes to 
cook properly, and we realized as we put the ingredients 
together that wed bought too much meat and not enough 
mashed potatoes. We brought our dinner into our dark 
tent (because wed also forgotten our lantern) and ate 
around the light of a tiny citronella candle (which is dan- 
gerous, by the way). Against all odds, the Shepherd's Pie 
tasted delicious. 

Is there anyone reading this that doesn't have stories of 
their own misadventures in the woods? I doubt it. Bored 
teenagers and the woods go together like salt and pepper. 
While Robinson State Park might not have the range or the 
peaks of the Green Mountains, it has a comparable charm 
and mystique. One such mystery of the woods unfolded 
around Christmas of 1976. 

If you dig deep enough into the bowels of the Google 
search results for “Agawam, youll stumble across a quirky 
website called “bigfootencounters.com” that chronicles 
accounts of Bigfoot sightings from around the United 
States. Two archived newspaper articles about OUR little 
town live on this website. 

“BIGFOOT ELUDES TEAM ON OVERNIGHT CAM- 
POUT? What a headline! In the days prior to December 
31st, 1976, 27-inch footprints left by a five-toed creature 
had been discovered by locals along the Westfield River. 
Massachusetts isn't famous for its Sasquatch population, 
but reported sightings of a massive bipedal ape creature 
wandering around the Berkshires date back to at least 
1765 and continue into the present day. There are a few 
squadrons of Bigfoot hunters in Massachusetts, and one 
such team paid a visit to Agawam following the discovery 


of these massive footprints. 

Enter Lee Frank. Id be surprised if you were familiar 
with that name, so here's a short biography for the unini- 
tiated. Lee Frank was (or is) a Bigfoot tracker and Loch 
Ness Monster hunter. He was (is) from the Midwest, but 
spent the 1970's traveling the United States in search of 
Sasquatch. He claimed (claims) to have a hair sample from 
the Sasquatch, but its authenticity has never been proven. 
He believed (believes) that Bigfoot may be related to aliens, 
an idea he got from a New Hampshire woman named Betty 
Hill who believed she and her husband had been abducted 
by extraterrestrials in 1961. As far as public records go, the 
Agawam investigation was one of Lee Frank's last before he 
fell off of the face of the map. Lee Frank's current where- 
abouts are unknown. 

Lee Frank was called into town by Marianna Cascio of 
Agawam, who believed in the authenticity of the prints. 
Frank and his team camped out beside the trail of foot- 
prints in temperatures that dipped below zero, waiting and 
watching for the “missing link.” When that stakeout didnt 
bear any fruit, they optimistically returned for another 
night of camping in Robinson. The Agawam Police Depart- 
ment did invest a bit of their time looking into the prints, 
but the investigation was mostly propelled by this team of 
trackers as well as dozens of interested Agawam residents. 
A New York investigator went on record to say that he felt 
confident that the prints were authentic. 

January 6th, 1977. “BIGFOOT SORRY ABOUT STEP- 
PING ON LAW. After two weeks, the “Sasquatch” was 
found: David Deschenes, 16, human being. Bored teenag- 
ers and the woods-- what did I tell you? Here’s what really 
happened: over the course of two days while Deschenes 
was on break from school, he handcrafted two gigantic feet 
from 28-inch-long plywood boards. When he was done, 
he bundled up, strapped the boards to the bottoms of his 
shoes, and took a lovely evening stroll along the Westfield 
River. “I did it as a joke for the little kids around here, but 
it got out of hand, Deschenes told reporters in 1977. “The 
next thing I knew the police were out at two in the morning 
looking around, taking it seriously. I didn't feel like going 
out to tell them I was ‘bigfoot.” 

In 2001, this tiny incident would be recorded on big- 
footencounters.com, a website that itself lifted the story 
from another website called Creature Chronicles that was 
curated by an Ohioan paranormal investigator named Ron 
Schaffner. Deschenes's prank is now memorialized forever 
on this obscure corner of the internet, where only a couple 
times every decade or so some curious cat like me stum- 
bles upon it. It's funny how, despite the Earth's vastness, it’s 
still somehow small enough to enable worlds to collide like 
that. 

I wasnt able to find David Deschenes on the web, but in 
the article he said that he hoped hed be able to get his big 
feet-planks back from the cops so that he could have them 
mounted. On behalf of bored teenagers everywhere, I hope 
he still has them. 


Lesser files bill to review 
state’s COVID-19 response 


BOSTON - State Sen. Eric Lesser (D-Longmead- 
ow) and Rep. Jon Santiago (D-Boston) recently filed 
“An Act establishing the Commission of Inquiry on 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Response to 
and Recovery from the COVID-19 Crisis.’ The legis- 
lation would task a commission with reviewing the 
state's response to the novel coronavirus outbreak 
and make recommendations on how Massachu- 
setts can better prepare in the future. 

Lesser serves as Senate chair of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Economic Development and Emerging 
Technologies as well as a member of the Senate's 
COVID-19 task force. Santiago is a member of the 
Joint Committee on Public Health as well as an 
emergency room physician at Boston Medical Cen- 
ter. 

“AS we gain more insight into the spread of the 
Coronavirus outbreak and its impacts on Massa- 
chusetts, it is vital that we establish a dedicated 
nonpartisan commission to evaluate the response 
to the crisis and ensure future preparedness, Less- 
er said. “The unprecedented nature of COVID-19 
has upended our way of life and has revealed 
pre-existing inequities in our system that needs to 
be evaluated and improved upon, especially as the 
threat of resurgence lingers.’ 

The seven-member Commission must have 
expertise in professions such as economics; la- 
bor and workforce development; business and 
finance; public health; medicine, including epi- 
demiology; health care; civil rights; law and gov- 
ernmental service; and emergency preparedness. 
The Commission must be nonpartisan and cannot 
include a current elected official, an employee of 
state or local government, a registered lobbyist, 
or an employee of a trade association or special 
interest group. The chair of the Commission will 
be appointed by a majority vote of the members. 
The Commission will be required to hold public 
hearings and be given subpoena power to compel 
witnesses and produce documents during their in- 
vestigation. 

The legislation requires the Commission to file 
a report of its findings, analysis and recommenda- 
tions six months after enactment and requires the 
Commission to convene its first meeting no more 
than 45 days following the enactment of the legis- 
lation. 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HANDICAP/WHEELCHAIR 
RAMP Deck from door to driveway 
31ft. Excellent condition. Call for fur- 
ther details (413) 519-7854 


ESTATE SALE 


SATURDAY AUGUST 1ST, 9AM- 
3PM 19 Eden St, Ludlow Household 
Items, Vintage Collectables, Furni- 
ture, Clothing, Costume Jewelry, Golf 
Equipment, Holiday Decorations. 
Cash, Masks and Social Distancing a 
Must. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 





hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 
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AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2***kxex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


DUMPSTERS ON WHEELS (413) 
277-5660 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta @ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


July 30, 2020 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


BUY 
LOCALL 


faalaAlaAAnKt Alah AAtatear ath, A 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Number of Weeks:___ 


Credit Card: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


(41 MasterCard 


VISA 1 Discover 


X per week rate = $ 


J Cash 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$36.00 





(] Check# 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


ane 
‘ail 












GES 
“55 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 


EASTHAMPTON 















BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
——————_—————_ additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00_ 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 

Subtotal ss 

XNumberofWeeks 
TOTAL Enclosed _ 


—— Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Patios & walkways 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. When quality and 
service matter call Nick 413-386- 
5014 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924., 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
a ae 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 





Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
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CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All RETIRED RACING 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! FOR ADOPTION 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


$SSSSSSSSS$S$ 
Get cash for as Is 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 


OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
unwanted autos OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
e Cars/trucks ORG 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 
ey AN) s ie ot ©) 4 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


Ce 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. 
Open horse shows. Gift certificates 
available. 860-874-8077 Suffield, 
CT endofhunt.com 


(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


FOR SALE OR RENT East Otis, MA 
2, year round cottages on 1/2 acre lot, 
on private Drive and 40ft dock on the 
lake. Great for swimming, boating, fish- 
ing, etc. Call Paul (860)621-6332. Or 
text Debby (860)302-0920 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 





Read your local newspaper online at www.newspapers.turley.com 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 


on an equal opportunity basis. 








Utility urges residents 
not to ignore the 
smell of gas 


WESTBOROUGH - As part of its ongoing public 
awareness campaign, Columbia Gas of Massachusetts 
reminds the public what they can do to help prevent 
harm from gas leaks. 

Columbia Gas of Massachusetts delivers natural gas 
to nearly 325,000 customers through an underground 
pipeline network of nearly 5,000 miles of gas mains and 
more than 260,000 gas services. While the largest single 
cause of pipeline failures is the result of homeowners 
and professional excavators damaging underground 
lines, natural gas leaks can also cause harm. Gas leaks 
may be caused by loose fittings, appliance connections, 
material failure, accidental damage or corrosion. 

It is important to look, listen and smell to detect 
natural gas leaks and then take action. 

The utility advises folks to watch for bubbling wa- 
ter or dirt blowing the ground near a natural gas line, 
as that may indicate the release of gas from an under- 
ground pipeline. If folks hear hissing, blowing or roar- 
ing sounds, such noises may be a sign of a safety hazard 
as well. Due to the odorless and colorless nature of nat- 
ural gas, Columbia Gas adds Mercaptan, which smells 
like rotten eggs. The presence of this odor is another 
warning sign of a potential hazard. 

Those who smell “rotten eggs’ or detect a natural 
gas leak are advised to immediately leave the area. 
When safely away from the location, dial 911 and Co- 
lumbia Gas of Massachusetts at 800-525-8222. 

Additionally, folks should warn others to avoid the 
area, leave doors and windows in their present condi- 
tion and avoid using anything that could cause ignition, 
including lighters, cellphones and electrical switches. 
Folks should not operate pipeline valves or attempt to 
correct leaks themselves. 

“At Columbia Gas of Massachusetts, providing safe 
reliable natural gas service is our top priority, said 
Martin Poulin, vice president and general manager. 
“Any person who smells ‘rotten egg’ or detects a poten- 
tial leak should immediately leave the area and then 
call 911 and the gas company. By taking these steps we 





can keep Massachusetts a safe place to live and work? 
To learn more about natural gas safety, visit www. 
ColumbiaGasMA.com. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 








REGION - The Hampden County Commission on the 
Status of Women and Girls has elected new leadership, 
Gabrielle Jackson, a Springfield resident and Educator, 
has been elected as HCCSWG Chair. Jackson was first ap- 
pointed to the Commission in January of 2020 and serves 
alongside nine fellow Commissioners. Jackson is excited to 
serve and continue to support, collaborate and advocate 
on behalf of women and girls across Hampden County. 
In addition to being an Educator, Jackson is a dedicated 
mentor to youth in the community. As an Educator and 
School Administrator, she encourages students to aspire to 
great things such as public service in their community and 
to support their community with energy, enthusiasm and 
special gifts. Most of her students are at-risk, and encour- 
aging them to reach their dreams, instilling confidence in 
themselves and their ability to make “good trouble’ and 
achieve great things. She believes in our students, encour- 
aging them to think beyond themselves; to see themselves 
as valued contributors to their academic and personal 
goals. Jackson is preceded by Commissioner Dawn DiSte- 
fano, who served as Chair for 2 years. 

HCCSWG also elected Tara Marshall, a Feeding Hills 
resident and certified debt management professional, as 
Secretary. Marshall was also appointed in January, along- 
side Jackson and fellow Commissioner, Lizzy Ortiz of 
Springfield. Marshall has been working in the non-profit 
credit counseling industry for over twenty-one years. As 
one of the Customer Care managers at a non-profit credit 
counseling agency located in Agawam, she leads a ded- 
icated team of representatives in a customer service call 
center that provides quality service to a nationwide client 
base of over 12,000 consumers. Marshall is preceded by Mi- 
chelle Goncalves. They serve alongside Vice Chair Patricia 
Hallberg of Wilbraham. Patricia is also the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massa- 
chusetts. Fellow Commissioners include Jennifer Metsch 
of Longmeadow and Shanique Spalding of Springfield. The 
Commission plans to continue to work on advocacy that 
amplifies and provides support of the needs of women and 
girls during and after the pandemic, through a series of 
virtual events and in partnership with local organizations. 

The Hampden County Commission on the Status of 


AIC names new trustees 


SPRINGFIELD - American International College re- 
cently welcomed two members to the Board of Trustees, E. 
Thomas Foster and Denise R. Jordan. 

Foster is the managing director of The Retirement Ad- 
visor University Speakers Bureau. A 1970 graduate of AIC, 
Foster also attended Suffolk University Law School. In a 
career spanning more than 30 years, he is well-regarded as 
an industry expert, educating and advising individuals and 
businesses on the retirement marketplace, including prod- 
ucts, legislation, regulation, and compliance. 

Most recently, Foster served as the spokesperson for 
MassMutual Retirement Services, working directly with 


Women’s group appoints new leadership 





Gabrielle Jackson was appointed the new chair of the Hampden Coun- 
ty Commission on the Status of Women and Girls. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Women and Girls is a regional arm of the statewide Mas- 
sachusetts Commission on the Status of Women. The 
Commission is an independent state agency that was 
legislatively created in 1998 to advance the women of the 
Commonwealth to full equality in all areas of life and to 
promote their rights and opportunities. HCCSWG serves 
as a permanent, effective voice for the women and girls of 
Massachusetts. 


financial advisers and employers to educate about 401(k) 
and other qualified retirement savings plans. 

Jordan was born and raised in the city of Springfield. 
She attended Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, where 
she received a bachelor of science in political 

Jordan worked for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
in a variety of roles for more than 20 years. In 2008, she be- 
came the city of Springfield's first Black chief of staff, a posi- 
tion she held for more than a decade in the Office of Spring- 
field Mayor Domenic J. Sarno. Jordan currently serves as the 
executive director of the Springfield Housing Authority, the 
third largest public housing authority in the state. 


SCOUTS 5 


with the Pancake Breakfast, which was also 
cancelled due to safety restrictions, Longo 
explained that the money raised will help 
to buy scout equipment, summer camps, 
and other things needed during the year. 
These funds will be placed into an account 
for the next years activities. Over the past 
ten years the troop has averaged $1,200 for 
the pancake breakfasts, though they would 
have lost out on this money without hold- 
ing the drive. 

The troop was able to collect about 
40,000 returnables on that Saturday, though 
they also accumulated around 30,000 items 
in the weeks leading up to that Saturday 
of the Donation Drive Event. In total the 
Troop was able to collect 70,000 returnable 
and collected $3,500 for next year’s expens- 
es. “The money raised goes towards a va- 
riety of expenses. The Troop will allocate 
funds for such things as troop camping 
gear, awards to recognize advancements 
that the scouts achieve, and Scout Hand- 
books.’ Longo said. “We also use funds 
for leadership training courses for youth 
and adults. A portion of the money raised 
will be used to offset costs associated with 
camping trips and other events including 
summer camp. 

Longo said that the troop has set money 
aside in the past, to fund big events for the 
kids. Activities have included things like zip 






PAUL CAVALLO: 


“It has been an honor to 
get to know Dino and his 
love for this community 
over the last 3 years. | 
have greatly enjoyed our 
conversations about how 
we can move forward 

to make this a better 
town to live, work and 


From left; Anthony Koutroubila, Noah Dion, Vincent Barrett, Eric Muldrew, Connor Dobies, Sarah Dobies, and 
Joe Longo continue to sort materials and collect materials from donors. 
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lining, indoor skiing, or white-water raft- 
ing, so the scouts are thinking of activities 
theyd like to do for the upcoming year. The 
money raised from the event can certainly 
help this special event cost as well. Though 
the even was only one Saturday from 9 a.m.- 
12 p.m., the troop was conducting ‘no con- 
tact’ pickups for a few weeks before holding 
the event. The troop committee realized a 
few months ago that many people were ac- 
cumulating bottles and cans because most 
of the redemption centers are still closed. 
They decided then to do the can and bottle 
drive, since the pancake breakfast and can- 
dy sales were canceled. 

Apart from the donation event, people 
can help out the troop by making a tax-de- 
ductible donation to the troop. They hold 
activities including five-mile hikes and 
camping, though during the pandemic 
they have participated in Zoom meetings 


From left; Karen Fillion, Kasey Fillion, Lucas Fillion, Joe Longo, Connor Dobies, Gina Yacovon 
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ag 


e-Barrett, 


and many individual families participated Vincent Barrett, Bob Majewski, Noah Dion, Rob Muldrew, Anthony Koutroubila, Eric Muldrew, Dean Fleagle, 


in nationwide trash cleanup events where 
they picked up over 100 pounds of trash. 
The troop is looking forward to outdoor ac- 
tivities again, but they have recently start- 
ed to have outdoor meetings while follow- 
ing all the appropriate safety measures and 
health prescreening. If anyone is interested 
in getting involved in Scouting or would 
like to make a donation, they can email the 
troop at troop82agawam@gmail.com. 


c a 






PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


EARLY, 


IN-PERSON 


VOTING FOR THE 
SEPTEMBER 1ST 


raise a family. Dino is a true ally for our 
community and | know, if he is elected 
State Representative, he will work tirelessly 
for our collective good. | hope you will join 
me in voting for Dino Mercadante for State 
Representative of Agawam, Southwick and 
Granville.” 


- Paul has worked for 30 years for the Agawam 
High School as counselor, educator and 
principal. He served on the Agawam School 
Committee for 2-terms and ts presently in his 
6th term on the Agawam City Council. 


REPUBLICAN 


PRIMARY WILL 


RUN FROM 
AUGUST 22ND 
THROUGH 
AUGUST 28TH. 


and Sarah Dobies the parents and scouts of Troop 82. PHOTOS BY SHELBY MACRI 


From left, Gina Yacovone-Barrett, Anthony Koutroubila, Noah Dion, and Vincent Barrett gather bags to help 
sort materials. 


GERALD SMITH: 


“Dino Mercadante will make 

a great State Representative. 

| have worked with Dino as 

a City Councilor and have 

seen firsthand his ability 

as a legislator. Dino is 

dependable. He has never 

missed a Council of Sub- 

Committee meeting. Dino works tirelessly. 
He has always made himself available to his 
constituents. He listens, thinks and votes his 
conscience.” 

- Gerry is the former owner of the Agawam 

Auto School. He was an Agawam High school 
coach and teacher. Gerry has been inducted 
into the Massachusetts Coaches Hall of Fame, 
the Agawam High School Hall of Fame and the 
Agawam baseball field has been named in his 


honor. He ts currently serving in his first term on 
the Agawam City Council. 





I humbly ask for your support in the September Ist Republican Primary for State Representative of the Third Hampden District. I am eager to get to work for you! 


646 


Paid for by the Committee to Elect Dino Mercadante 





Ye {F Siate Representative 


DINO 








